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became greedy and asked him how and where he had got the money.   He said that
he had got it by selling the skins of his goats.   Erom envy and greediness his neighbours
then killed their own goats, and took the skins off to sell them.   But in vain, for they
only got some few rupees in exchange for them*   They then got angry and set fire to
the poor man's hut and reduced it to ashes.   The poor man gathered the ashes in a bag
and went off to sell them.    On the way he left his bag on the road-side and went off to
drink water at a well, a little way off.   In the meantime another man left a load of flour
there and went to drink water.    On returning he by mistake missed his own load and
went off with the load of ashes.   When the simpleton returned, he took the load which
the other man had left.   He saw some strange marks on it, and on opening it, he found
that it was full of flour.   He then brought the load home, and again asked for his neigh-
bours* measure in order to ascertain the weight of the flour.   When his neighbours
understood that he had got flour in return for the ashes of his hut, they set fire to
their own huts, but could not sell the ashes.   They then returned home and much
regretted what they had done.
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